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upon the course of domestic affairs. It is likely, as suggested by the Grand Duke Nicholas Mikhailovich, that the unfortunate experiment with military colonies was inspired, in part, by Alexander's religious fervor. Military colonies appeared to the tsar as the very embodiment of his vague notion of equality and social justice, pleasingly combined with that martial regimentation for which he had so strong a predilection. Reactionary trends in foreign relations had a fitting counterpart in the policy pursued at home. Alexander, moreover, was losing interest in mysticism and in the evangelical Christianity represented by the Bible Society. The conservative elements within the Russian Church had long been outraged by these unorthodox practices and were impatiently awaiting a propitious moment to get rid of the distasteful "new cult." Archimandrite Photius, a protege of Arakcheev, of the Metropolitan Seraphim, and of the eccentric Anne Orlov (daughter of Count Alexis Orlov), became the instrument of a complex intrigue directed against religious innovations, Golitsin, and the Bible Society. This half-educated, militant, and shrewd cleric of unimpeachable Orthodoxy conducted a crusade against mysticism in all its forms, cleverly linking it with the revolutionary movement. The ascetic appearance, fanatical zeal, and violent language of Photius produced a strong impression upon Alexander, to whom he was introduced in June, 1822. On August 1, 1822, came the decree prohibiting all secret societies, a measure that dealt a death blow to Russian Freemasonry. Baroness Kriidener and Madame Tatarinov faded out of the picture, but it was not until May, 1824, that Photius and his supporters obtained the dismissal of Golitsin. Alexander, moreover, although tending more and more towards strict religious orthodoxy, refused to dissolve the Bible Society and merely curtailed its activities/ just as he shrank from ordering the persecution of secret political societies, although he was aware that they were preparing a revolutionary uprising.
ARAKCHEEV
The innately domineering and suspicious disposition that Alexander concealed behind an affable and courteous manner made the tenure of high offices precarious, except for utterly insignificant men
6 On May 17, 1824, two days after he ceased to be minister, Golitsin was replaced as president of the Bible Society by the Metropolitan Seraphim. The society was dissolved in 1826, that is, after Alexander's death.